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During this audience my part was chiefly that of a witness, as the Emperor himself led the conversation. At first Haldane declared that he spoke in tne name of the British Cabinet and with the consent of the King, while toward the end of the conference he contradicted himself and said that he was present merely in a private capacity.1
Haldane began by holding out to us the prospect of a great African Empire. Although the Emperor, as late as January, had regarded such colonial offers with deep and justifiable distrust, it had proved possible in a few weeks to excite his ambition by the prospect of very valuable acquisitions to the Empire. But he did not stop to consider the difficulties that lay in the way of such a tempting prospect. The generous offer of colonial possessions, which, by the way, the English neither possessed nor had the right to dispose of, was artfully calculated to take advantage of the Emperor's disposition. This offer, so crude and obvious, made a painful impression on me. Once before, in 1908, England had tried to tempt us by offering the Portuguese colonies, while at the same time they stiffened the determination of the Portuguese not to sell. In the present case the acquisition not only of Portuguese, but also of French and Belgian territory was discussed. By such a scheme England planned not only to keep us in leading strings but to furnish proof to the French
1 The Manchester Guardian of Sept. 1st, 1917, said that Haldane had previously received full instructions from the Cabinet. He was not to negotiate as to a treaty, but he might talk and entangle us as he thought best and report the course of events to the Cabinet.